	THE BATTLE OF BRITAIN OPENS	
Germans lost 180 aircraft, which was August 15, so
the cten' should apparently be 'eight3.) In this phase
the German attack, which was carried out by waves
of bombers escorted by pursuit 'planes (i.e. fighters),
was directed against shipping and aerodromes. It
was broken, he states, by the Royal Air Force. His
second phase he fixes at September 5 to 15. Here the
German aircraft flew at a greater height and tried to
'flank5 their targets, but again they were met and de-
feated by our Air Force. The third phase he regards
as beginning on September 27 and as still continu-
ing. Its characteristic was the use of fighters (Messer-
schmitt 109*8 and i io*s), flying at far greater heights
—from 25,000 to 30,000 feet—for bombing by day,
and of big bombers at night only. The employment
of bombers at night, as practised by the Germans in
this phase, can cause much material damage, but, he
considers, can never win a war—partly because the
German bomb-sight is ill-adapted to night-flying.1
To the present writer it seems advisable to start
from an earlier date than August 8. On what prin-
ciple can the engagement over Dover on July 29 be
excluded from the record of the Battle of Britain? In
an interesting article in a weekly paper on 'The Air
Assault oh Britain',2 Mr. Peter Masefield takes
July 8 as the opening of the first stage of the battle
and August n as that on which the main assault
began. His third stage begins on August 25, the
1 Major-General Chaney's statement to the Press was
reported fully in The Times and the Daily Telegraph of Dec. 5,
1940. He had recently returned to America after serving for a
month as official observer in Britain.
* The Sphere, November 9, 1940.
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